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to develop a white-collar crime database for research and policy purposes. Additionally, the 
National Research Council is working closely with the NWCCRC Working Group to improve 
white-collar crime data collection and accessibility.95 The efforts of these groups represent an 
important move to account for white-collar crimes.

FEAR AND RISK OF VICTIMIZATION
Something you may have realized after reading the information in this chapter is that 

fear of crime exceeds actual likelihood of being victimized. There is a large body of research 
that examines the paradox between actual risk and fear of victimization. Ferraro is credited 
with being the first to demonstrate the differences between fear of and risk of victimization.96 
Findings from this literature indicate that, in general, females are more fearful of victimiza-
tion than are males. However, data show that risk of victimization is higher for males than 
females. Research also shows differences in fear and risk based on income (poorer being more 
fearful) and age (older being more fearful), among other characteristics. The reality between 
actual risk and fear extends beyond street crime. Findings show that individual fear of crime 
increased following the 9/11 attacks, although these were hardly the first case of domestic 
terrorism in the United States. The attacks were more than a decade ago, but the fear of addi-
tional terrorist attacks remains elevated.

What influences one’s fear of crime? Research points to several culprits. One is an indi-
vidual’s assessment about the size of the crime problem. Generally, when a person is asked 
how bad crime is, his or her answers indicate that it is worse than it ever has been before. 
Usually a comment is thrown in discussing the “good old days” when it was safer. As the 
previous sections indicate, some of the good old days were not so good regarding crime. 
Where does this notion of crime today being such a problem come from? A likely culprit is 

CONTEMPLATING CAREERS

Crime or Statistical Analyst
Many people spend their careers gathering, ana-

lyzing, and publishing crime statistics that inform the 
public and policymakers. Are you detail-oriented and 
well-organized? Do you value precision? Do you have 
an understanding of research methodology and statis-
tics? If so, becoming a crime or statistical analyst is a 
career you should consider.

In the federal government, social science stat-
isticians are important to many bureaus such as the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, Bureau of Labor, FBI, 
Bureau of Transportation Statistics, and Census 
Bureau. In this role, analysts or statisticians produce 
the nation’s crime numbers (or numbers for other 
important fields). Generally, requirements to be consid-
ered for this position include 15 hours of graduate-level 
research methods and statistics courses. Once hired, 

the statistician works with data collection agencies; 
conducts research on measurement of concepts such 
as race, education, intimate partner violence, and 
stalking; and uses the data to compute statistics, write 
reports, and see them through the editing and dissem-
ination process. 

Once these reports are published, policymak-
ers, advocates, and researchers use this work to bet-
ter understand crime and justice issues in the United 
States. For more information, simply google “social sci-
ence analyst” to see the myriad of career possibilities in 
both the public and private sectors. 

Career Video: 
A crime analyst discusses his exprience and current issues in 
the field.
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